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committee that applications are accepted on an ongoing basis, until funds are fully dispersed 
for the year, noting that some committee will review some in early 2025. 

Workplan Item 3: Cultural Moments 
• August 26 – Jack Benham 
• September 9 – Saturday Nights on Main Street 
• September 23 – Wellington North Cultural Roundtable 
• October 7 – Charles Rankin 

 
Staff shared that the Cultural Moments are being well received online. There have been 14 
videos created and shared on social media to-date, averaging 731 views across the 
Township’s social media platforms. The Lynes Blacksmith Shop video has been the most 
viewed to date, with 1,631 views. All committee members agreed that this was impressive. 
 
Additional discussions were held on new topics for Cultural Moments, which included: 

- Due Oct. 25 | Meeting Nov. 4: Captain Frederick Campbell – Councillor Renken. 
- Due Nov. 8 | Meeting Nov. 18: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church – Member McIntosh 
- Due Nov. 22 | Meeting Dec. 2: “Toad” Reeves – Member Reid 
- Due Dec. 6 | Meeting Dec. 16: Tornadoes in Arthur – Chair McDougall 
- Due Jan. 3 | Meeting Jan. 13: Duke of Wellington – Member Cassan  

Workplan Item 5: Wellington North Culture Days 
Metz Pumpkinfest: Saturday, September 28 

Chair McDougall shared with the committee the event saw the largest pumpkin ever at 619 
pounds. There were approximately 250 attendees, and it was a fantastic day. 
Mount Forest Museum and Archives: Saturday, October 5 

Culture Days Open House and BBQ was well attended. 
Artisan Showcase: Saturday, October 12 
Councillor Renken recommended that we not host the event on Thanksgiving weekend 
moving forward. Due to illness, some vendors were unable to attend. The vendors that were in 
attendance showcased their talents. Committee agreed to move forward with the name 
Artisan Showcase”. Councillor Renken and Member Reid were congratulated for their hard 
work and dedication in pulling together this successful event.  
Workplan Item 6: Minto, Hanover, WN Cultural Roundtable partnership 
Staff provided an update on the four key initiatives included in the Tourism Growth Grant. The 
municipalities of Minto, Hanover, and Wellington North were awarded $35,000 earlier this 
year. 
ON Culture Guide – “The Saugeen Region: Hanover, Minto, Wellington North” is now live on 
the ON Culture Guide website. The committee took a quick look at the pages online and liked 
what they saw. Staff are collaborating with Ontario Culture to create a print guide that 
showcases the rich stories and diverse experiences our communities offer. This initiative will 
enhance the promotion of the Saugeen region as a cultural tourism destination, with the added 
benefit of increasing visitor traffic to neighbouring communities. 
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DATE  November  
TO  CULTURAL ROUNDTABLE 
AUTHOR Karren Wallace, Clerk 
TOPIC Heritage Designation of Properties 
 
The Cultural Roundtable has expressed an interest in heritage designations for properties in 
Wellington North.   This paper provides an overview of designating vs listing properties, the 
process and a draft budget. It is intended that the Cultural Roundtable  use this information to 
determine their objectives, decide what resources they have to dedicate to this, , and assess 
whether designating properties will have the intended effect related to their goals.   
 

DESIGNATED LISTED LOCAL RECOGNITION 
Must establish a Heritage 
Committee 

Must establish a Heritage 
Committee 

No requirement for a 
Heritage Committee 

Must meet 2 criteria to be 
designated 

Must meet 1 criteria to be 
listed. Must be designated 
within 2 years or removed 
from the listing. Once 
removed, may not be listed 
again for 5 years 

Can determine any criteria 

Protection from demolition – 
must notify the municipality 
60 days in advance of 
demolition-requires Council 
approval – owner can appeal 
to OLT 

No restriction No restriction 

Protection from alteration – 
permit required, Heritage 
Committee reviews proposal 

No restriction  No restriction 

If building is destroyed 
(accident/fire) designation 
ceases to be in effect 

  

Insurance not impacted Insurance not impacted Insurance not impacted 
Identifies heritage attributes 
and Heritage Committee 

No approval needed  
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approval required for 
changes  
Approval not required for 
repainting exterior trim, minor 
interior, replacing/repairing 
asphalt roof, features not 
covered by the designation 
By-law 

No approval needed  

May qualify for Grants  Community Improvement 
Grant could be expanded 

 
 
DESIGNATION PROCESS 
• Establish a Heritage Committee 
• Develop Terms of Reference 
• Develop a Budget 
• Select appropriate properties 
• Determine if the property meets the criteria established by the Province (Criteria Appendix 

A) 
• If criteria is met, serve Notice on the property owner, Ontario Heritage Trust (Trust) and 

publish in a newspaper 
• Objections must be served on the municipality within 30 days of the Notice being published 

in the newspaper 
• Council (or a delegated body/person) will make a determination if the designation should be 

withdrawn and if so, Notice must be provided, Trust, owner, newspaper 
• If no objection is received, or Council decides to proceed despite an objection, a by-law 

must be passed and a copy provided to the Trust and owner and publish in a newspaper 
• Owner may appeal within 30 days to the Ontario Land Tribunal for a decision 
 
DRAFT BUDGET FOR DESIGNATION/LISTING 
Per property 
 Title searches    $   200.00 
 Registration of By-law on title $   500.00 
 Newspaper notices (2)  $   500.00 
 Purchase & installation of plaque $ 1,500.00 
 Peer Review Consulting  $ 2,500.00 
 
Other 
 Legal fees per OLT hearing $5,000.00 to $10,000.00 
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Potential Staffing/Volunteer Resources: 
o Organize agendas, minutes and meeting locations 
o Research to determine if criteria is met 
o Draft and circulate/publish notices 
o Liaison with lawyer to register by-laws on title 
o Receive objections, draft material to OLT 
o Legal fees for a hearing at OLT 
o Maintain a list of properties and notify the Trust of ownership changes 
o Develop and administer a permitting process for renovations, repairs, demolition 
o Develop brochure and communications 
o Keep Heritage Register updated 
o On site inspections 
o Liaison with Building/Planning department 
o Revamp all development processes to accommodate for heritage designation 

• Increase development application fees to accommodate for increased staff time and 
effort  

 
Discussion Questions: 

• What is the main goal/objective that the Cultural Roundtable would like to see with 
respect to heritage in Wellington North? For example, recognition of properties and 
their historical importance, investment in properties, preservation. 

• If preservation/aesthetic appeal is the goal, has the committee discussed the limitations 
of the designation process? 

• Is the Committee prepared to provide resources to accomplish any goals related to 
designation? What would these be? 

• Are there any other creative ways the Committee could achieve their goals related to 
heritage? 
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APPENDIX A 
 
In order for a property to be designated, it must meet criteria established by the Province 
through Ontario Regulation 9/06. 
 
The criteria are as follows: 

1.  The property has design value or physical value because it is a rare, unique, 

representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material or construction 

method. 

2.  The property has design value or physical value because it displays a high degree of 

craftsmanship or artistic merit. 

3.  The property has design value or physical value because it demonstrates a high degree 

of technical or scientific achievement.  

4.  The property has historical value or associative value because it has direct associations 

with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or institution that is significant 

to a community. 

5.  The property has historical value or associative value because it yields, or has the 

potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of a community or 

culture. 

6.  The property has historical value or associative value because it demonstrates or 

reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer or theorist who is 

significant to a community. 

7.  The property has contextual value because it is important in defining, maintaining or 

supporting the character of an area. 

8.  The property has contextual value because it is physically, functionally, visually or 

historically linked to its surroundings. 

9.  The property has contextual value because it is a landmark. 
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Cultural MOMENt FOr OCtObEr 7, 2024 CElEbratiNg Flax prOduCtiON iN arthur 

At the corner of Wellington Road 
109 and Wellington Road 11, as 
you turn south to go to Drayton, 
you will cross a bridge that bears 
the sign “Flax Bridge.” It is a 
reminder to us of the thriving flax 
industry in Arthur from 1870 to 
1920.  
Flax was an early cash crop in 
what was then Upper Canada. It 
was usually not fine enough to 
use as clothing but was very 
useful for rope, upholstery and 
feed bags. An important product 
as well was the linseed oil that 
could be pressed out and fed to 
cattle. The arrival of the railroad in 
1871 likely helped to get the crop 
to the nearest flax mill, about 12 
miles away in Stirton.   
Flax is a labour-intensive crop. 
The entire plant must be pulled 
from the ground to preserve the 
length of the fibres, bundled, 
stooked (stood up on end) and 
dried in the field. At the mill, seed 
pods were removed, and stalks 
taken outside to dry further, 
spread out on length, and flipped after a few weeks for further drying. Machines would separate the fibres 
into longer lengths, which were often sent abroad for further refining.  
Indigenous peoples were often involved in flax processing which paid well, sometimes up to $2.25 per 
hour. The cost of growing and processing flax was often close to the market price to be earned, so it was 
referred to as “the gambler’s crop.” As paint developed as a product, the linseed oil became an important 
product of the process and there were times that the flax itself was burned in the fields once the seed 
pods were removed for oil.  
The two World Wars were important factors for the flax industry in Arthur, as there was a great demand 
for flax linen for airplane wings. Once the cost of production exceeded market price, flax production 
ceased in Arthur and the two mills there closed. One drawback to flax growth is a fungus that can develop 
in the soil after a field is used for flax a few times. In Western Canada, flax continued to be a crop that 
would help break new ground, and in fact continues production there.  
A detailed article on Flax Production in Arthur is printed in Volume 37 of Wellington County History, the 
2024 edition of the annual publication of the Wellington County Historical Society.   
Submitted by Doris Cassan, Wellington North Cultural Roundtable 

Preserving, promoting, and developing Wellington 
North’s unique cultural resources to build a vibrant 

community and a prosperous economy.  

Workers stacking flax at Arthur, 1908. 

A camp near Arthur set up by Indigenous seasonal workers during 
harvest, circa 1915. 
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CULTURAL MOMENT FOR NOVEMBER 4, 2024  

CELEBRATING CAPTAIN FREDERICK WILLIAM CAMPBELL, VC 

Frederick William Campbell was born in Mount Forest on June 15, 1869. 
He was the son of Ephraim and Esther Hunt Campbell. 

As a young man, he joined a unit of the Canadian Militia. He served in 
the South African War with The Royal Canadian Regiment. During this 
campaign, he showed his ability to meet extraordinary circumstances. A 
cannon had been struck by an enemy shell, resulting in one wheel being 
damaged. Campbell entered an abandoned house and discovered a 
heavy, round-topped table. He repurposed the tabletop as a wheel, 
which remained on the cannon for some time. He returned to Mount 
Forest following the war, marrying Margaret Annie. 
On September 23, 1914, he enlisted and was commissioned as an 
officer in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, in the 1st Battalion.  
At a campaign near Givenchy, France, 
Captain Campbell took two machine-
guns over the parapet, arrived at the 

German first line with one gun, and maintained his position there, 
under very heavy rifle, machine-gun and bomb fire. Almost the 
whole of his detachment had then been killed or wounded. When 
the supply of bombs had become exhausted, he advanced with 
Private Howard Vincent still further to an exposed position, and, by 
firing about 1,000 rounds, succeeded in holding back the enemy's 
counterattack. 
As he was retreating, his right thigh bone was shattered. Campbell 
was given first aid by Captain Gordon, the regimental Chaplain, 
also of Mount Forest. Gordon was assisted by Private William 
George Seim, 2nd Battalion, also from Mount Forest, who later 
became a Sergeant. 
It was Campbell’s 48th birthday. The wound turned septic, and 
Campbell succumbed to his wounds four days later on June 19, 
1915.  
For his actions, he earned posthumously the Victoria Cross, the British Empire’s highest and most 
prestigious award for gallantry in the face of the enemy. Campbell was 1 of 70 Canadians to 
receive it. His citation read: “For most conspicuous bravery on 15th June, 1915, during the action 
at Givenchy.” He is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery in France. A plaque at the Capt. Fred 
Campbell Victoria Cross Branch of The Royal Canadian Legion in Mount Forest commemorates 
his bravery. 
Submitted by Penny Renken, Wellington North Cultural Roundtable 

Preserving, promoting, and developing Wellington 
North’s unique cultural resources to build a vibrant 

community and a prosperous economy.  

Captain William Frederick 
Campbell of Mount Forest 

Frederick William Campbell and 
Howard Vincent 
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